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Once started along the lines of cultural develop-
ment, primitive man advanced with rapid strides.
From a rude natural club selected at random to a
bludgeon carefully chosen was an easy step, and it
was almost as simple a step from the first rock used
as a pounder to well-made stone hammers and mauls.
Of course the evolution of stone implements and
weapons; the discovery and manufacture of bows,
arrows and spears; the development of fire-making;
the cooking of food, and the simplest attainments of
the most primitive savages, occupied an almost im-
measurable period of time. But each step in the cul-
tural ladder made the next simpler and opened the
way for innumerable other discoveries. It probably
took far longer for primitive man to discover how to
spin fiber into thread and make thread into rope than
it did for him to hit upon the scheme of weaving the
fiber into cloth. And it was probably a far greater
step, requiring much more time, from the first floating
log to the first crude dugout, than from the dugout
to a seaworthy craft.
During all the centuries, the thousands of years,
of evolution along cultural lines," the tendency of prim-
itive man would be to copy or duplicate every utensil
and artifact made or used by another. If by chance a
hunter was unusually successful and used a spear with
a head of greenish stone, or if his bow was of a peculiar
form, of a certain wood or was even ornamented in a
Certain way, his fellows would attribute his success to
such qualities and would strive to imitate them. Thus
gradually a general similarity of design, shape, type
and decorative motifs would result, and would be rec-